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Why study at Winchester?

The University of Winchester offers you a 

postgraduate learning experience that targets 

your career ambitions, deepens your knowledge 

and enhances your skills.

Location
The University of Winchester is located just 

one hour away from London set in a pleasant 

wooded setting overlooking the South Downs in 

Hampshire. The campus is within walking distance 

of Winchester city centre and the railway station.

Winchester is one of the most beautiful cathedral 

cities in the UK. It is a small but lively historic city, 

renowned for its ancient history, its cathedral and 

high quality of life. 

Postgraduate study options
Winchester offers a range of postgraduate study 

designed to enhance your career prospects and 

develop depth of knowledge in your chosen area. 

Programmes range from PGCEs (Primary and 

Secondary) to a wide selection of MA and MSc 

degrees in arts, business (including an MBA), 

education, humanities and social sciences. 

Research and knowledge exchange are at the 

heart of activities at Winchester, and we have 

academic staff at the forefront of their disciplines. 

A diverse range of Research degree opportunities 

(PhD, MPhil, ProfD and EdD) are available 

and dedicated support is on hand from the 

University’s Research and Knowledge Exchange 

Centre. 

Research excellence
In the most recent RAE (Research Assessment 

Exercise) 75 per cent of the University’s research 

submitted was considered internationally 

recognised, with some research achieving the 

highest grade possible (4*) and a rating of ‘quality 

that is world-leading in terms of originality, 

significance and rigour’. 

Visit us
Open Days and Campus Tours are a great 

opportunity to explore the campus and see 

whether Winchester is the place for you to 

embark on postgraduate study. Visit www.

winchester.ac.uk/opendays for more information 

and to book a place. 

Course Enquiries and Applications
Telephone: +44 (0) 1962 827234 

Email: course.enquiries@winchester.ac.uk
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MA Reconciliation 

Reconciliation as a concept and practice 

is one of the least understood aspects of 

sustainable peacebuilding and conflict 

transformation. MA Reconciliation is 

highly innovative and brings together 

the academic rigour of postgraduate 

study in higher education and the 

practical knowledge and skills required 

to work at the cutting edge of the field of 

reconciliation.

The MA Reconciliation offers a multi-

disciplinary introduction to the study and 

practice of reconciliation, with the work 

and experience of St Ethelburga’s Centre 

for Reconciliation and Peace informing 

its design and delivery. The programme 

explores the essential skills, tools, 

processes and frameworks required for 

building relationships across difference 

and divides. Drawing on insights from 

subject areas including psychology, 

religious studies and the arts, students 

will be encouraged to examine key ideas 

and theoretical frameworks in the study 

of reconciliation; the strengths and 

limitations of existing methods and 

approaches; the influence of structural 

dimensions on the dynamics of difference; 

and the challenges involved in making 

choices that are contextually appropriate. 

In exploring and learning a range of 

practical skills and methods required for 

relationship building work, students will 

be mentored by expert facilitators from St 

Ethelburga’s.

Throughout the programme students 

will be encouraged to draw on their 

own experiences of difference, division 

and relationship building, and reflect 

on how these inform their ideas and 

views about reconciliation methods 

and techniques, and their motivation 

for studying this subject. Located in 

the Theology and Religious Studies 

department, implicit throughout this 

programme is an emphasis on the 

insights into reconciliation that can be 

drawn from different cultural, spiritual 

and faith traditions around the world. 

The crucial relationship between the 

concept and practice of reconciliation, 

and the broader fields of peacebuilding, 

conflict transformation, human rights and 

development will also be examined.
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MA Reconciliation  

Programme content
The MA Reconciliation is made up of 

six taught modules (20 credits) and a 

‘final assessment’ worth 60 credits. All 

students must take the core modules 

‘Understanding the Nature and Causes of 

Conflict’ and ‘Theories and Dynamics of 

Reconciliation’. Students must also take 

‘The Practice of Reconciliation 1’, and the 

cross-faculty ‘Research Methods’ module 

in preparation for the final assessment.

The wide range of optional modules 

enables students to select topics 

which most closely match their career 

aspirations and/or desired skills 

development. Students are able to choose 

(subject to availability) two further taught 

modules from:

•	The Practice of Reconciliation 2 (20 

credits)

•	Multiple Perspectives on Reconciliation 

(20 credits)

•	Religion and Peacebuilding (20 credits)

•	Building Networks of Peace (20 credits)

•	Multi-faith Cooperation on 

Peacebuilding (20 Credits)

•	Religion and Development (20 credits)

•	 Interreligious Dialogue and Intercultural 

Theology (20 credits)

•	Religion and Globalisation (20 credits)
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MA Reconciliation  

•	Religion in the Contemporary West (20 

credits)

•	Theology, Religion and Ethics (20 

credits)

•	Supervised Research Project (20 credits)

•	Management Responses to Global Issues 

(20 credits)

The research element of the programme 

(60 credits) can take the form of a 

conventional 15,000-20,000 word 

dissertation. Alternatively, as a means 

by which to enhance career prospects 

and skills development, students may 

(after consultation with their tutors) 

have the option of either participating 

in a reconciliation project and writing 

a reflective critique on the process, or 

undertaking a commissioned consultancy 

report for an existing organisation 

working in this area. In both these 

alternative modes of study students will 

be supported and guided throughout the 

process by an experienced tutor.
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The study of Reconciliation and 

Peacebuilding is arguably more relevant 

today than ever before. Social discord 

expressed through racism, sexism, religious 

militancy, marginalisation, oppression 

and violent conflict is evident throughout 

the world. Effective and sustainable 

peacebuilding requires the theoretical and 

practical skills to identify the nature and 

causes of conflict, and to design context 

appropriate interventions which can make 

a real difference to people’s lives.

The MA Reconciliation and Peacebuilding 

programme is a response to some of the 

most complex challenges that face us 

in our world today. Drawing on insights 

from a range of academic disciplines, 

and case studies from around the world, 

students will be supported in identifying 

and understanding the root causes of 

conflict, and in critically assessing a 

variety of methods and practices which 

have the potential to transform violent 

and destructive conflict into peaceful 

and sustainable outcomes. Throughout, 

students will be encouraged to reflect on 

the pivotal relationship between theory 

and practice, and to consider a variety of 

factors which impact upon the effectiveness 

of peacebuilding and reconciliation 

activities. This highly innovative programme 

brings together the academic rigour of 

postgraduate study in higher education and 

the practical knowledge and skills required 

to work at the cutting edge of the fields of 

peacebuilding and reconciliation.

The programme has also been designed to 

respond to the increasing recognition of the 

importance and benefits of engaging religious 

actors in peacebuilding processes. As a result, 

implicit throughout this programme is an 

emphasis on the insights into reconciliation 

and peacebuilding that can be drawn from 

different spiritual and faith traditions, and 

the complexities involved in working in a 

range of cultural and religious contexts. 

The MA Reconciliation and Peacebuilding 

programme is located in the Theology 

and Religious Studies department and 

has grown directly out of the work of the 

University’s Winchester Centre of Religions 

for Reconciliation and Peace (WCRRP) and 

centre partner St Ethelburga’s Centre for 

Reconciliation and Peace.

Programme content
The taught element of the programme 

involves the successful completion of six 20 

credit modules. All students must take the 

core modules ‘Understanding the Nature 

and Causes of Conflict’ and ‘Religion and 

Peacebuilding’. Students must also take 

MA Reconciliation and Peacebuilding
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‘Theories and Dynamics of Reconciliation’ 

and the cross-faculty ‘Research Methods’ 

module in preparation for the ‘final 

assessment’ (60 credits).

The wide range of optional modules enables 

students to select topics which most 

closely match their career aspirations and/

or desired skills development. Students are 

able to choose (subject to availability) two 

further taught modules from:

•	Building Networks of Peace (20 credits)

•	Multi-faith Cooperation on Peacebuilding 

(20 Credits)

•	Religion and Development (20 credits)

•	The Practice of Reconciliation 1 (20 

credits)

•	The Practice of Reconciliation 2 (20 

credits)

•	Multiple Perspectives on Reconciliation 

(20 credits)

•	 Interreligious Dialogue and Intercultural 

Theology (20 credits)

•	Religion and Globalisation (20 credits)

•	Religion in the Contemporary West (20 

credits)

•	Theology, Religion and Ethics (20 credits)

•	Supervised Research Project (20 credits)

•	Management Responses to Global Issues 

(20 credits)

MA Reconciliation and Peacebuilding
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The research element of the programme 

(60 credits) can take the form of a 

conventional 15,000-20,000 word 

dissertation. Alternatively, as a means 

by which to enhance career prospects 

and skills development, students may 

(after consultation with their tutors) 

have the option of either participating 

in a peacebuilding project and writing 

a reflective critique on the process, or 

undertaking a commissioned consultancy 

report for an existing organisation working 

in this area. In both these alternative 

modes of study students will be supported 

and guided throughout the process by an 

experienced tutor.

MA Reconciliation and Peacebuilding



Learning and Teaching
The MA Reconciliation and Peacebuilding 

is designed to be delivered exclusively by 

distance learning; although participation in 

on campus research seminars and events is 

encouraged where possible. 

The MA Reconciliation requires intensive 

on campus attendance (3/4 days) for 

practical modules. Both programmes can 

be studied either part-time or full-time. 

Postgraduate Diplomas (120 credits) and 

Certificates (60 credits) are also offered in 

both subject areas. 

The range of study options makes the 

programmes extremely flexible, and they 

can be undertaken alongside existing work 

or other commitments, or in the case of 

distance learning modules, from anywhere 

in the world.

For distance learning students course 

materials and resources will be made 

available online through the University’s 

excellent eLearning facility. Students will 

participate in online lectures (through 

Adobe Connect), receive presentations 

with annotated notes, and guided reading. 

Discussion groups will take place online in 

FACT FILE

Entry requirements: Normally a first 
or second-class Honours degree in 
a related subject or professional 
experience in the area of study.

Full-time: 1 year 
Part-time: 2 years

If English is not your first language: 
IELTS 6.5 (including 6.5 in academic 
writing) or equivalent.

Start date: September and January

Application process: UKPASS  
(full-time applicants only) or Direct 
Entry Application Form  
(part-time applicants only)

MA Reconciliation  
MA Reconciliation and Peacebuilding
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real-time, and tutorials can be carried out 

in person via Skype, by email, or telephone 

as appropriate. On campus delivery is 

carried out through lectures, seminars and 

practical workshops supported by online 

resources. All students have continuous 

access to dedicated tutors.

Both programmes are taught by a team 

of highly qualified and enthusiastic staff 

working in the areas of reconciliation 

and peacebuilding. All staff are research 

active in their fields and their knowledge 

and experience directly informs the 

teaching and learning experience, ensuring 

the programmes constantly develop in 

response to innovation and best practice in 

the subject areas.

Assessment
Types of assessment include portfolios, 

critical reflections, presentations, practical 

sessions, as well as more traditional 

methods of assessment such as essays. 

There are no examinations on this course.

For the final assessment students may have 

the option of completing a dissertation 

of 15-20,000 words on a subject of 

their choice; undertaking a consultancy 

placement with an organisation working 

in the field (tutors will provide advice and 

support); or participating in and reflecting 

on a practical peacebuilding/reconciliation 

project. Tutors will support students in 

choosing a pathway most applicable to 

their future goals and career development.

PgCert or PgDip
Students do not have to complete the 

whole programme to gain a recognised 

qualification. A Postgraduate Certificate 

(PgCert) is awarded to students who 

successfully complete three taught 

modules, and students who wish to 

complete all six taught modules but 

not the final assessment may gain a 

Postgraduate Diploma (PgDip).

Career opportunities
Both programmes have been specifically 

designed with employability and career 

progression as a priority. It is possible for 

students to choose a pathway which most 

closely relates to their interests or career 

development; for example provision is 

offered for those interested in developing 

hands on practical facilitation skills; project 

or programme level management in 

peacebuilding and reconciliation; or further 

academic study in related areas. Depending 

on which type of final assessment is taken 

there may be opportunities for students 

to gain practical experience working with 

partner organisations in the field.

Graduates will gain the skills to 

pursue careers working in the fields of 

international development, conflict 

management/transformation, 

peacebuilding, international relations; 

working for international and local 

Non-Governmental Organisations 

(NGOs), government and the civil service, 

peacekeeping institutions such as the 

United Nations and European Union, and 

civil society organisations. The programme 

also provides an excellent foundation for 

undertaking a higher research degree and a 

career in academia.

Contact us
For more information on any aspect of the 

course, or if you would just like an informal 

chat about whether the programmes are 

suitable for you, please contact:

Programme Leader: Mark Owen 

Telephone: +44 (0) 1962 826447 

Email: Mark.Owen@winchester.ac.uk

Course Enquiries and Applications 

Telephone: +44 (0) 1962 827234 

Email: course.enquiries@winchester.ac.uk
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Campus life for postgraduate students

There is a wealth of academic and social facilities 

offered on or close to the campus providing 

excellent opportunities for study, research, 

enterprise, learning, teaching, socialising, sports 

and recreation. 

Research and Knowledge Exchange 
Centre
The key facility for postgraduate students is 

the Research and Knowledge Exchange Centre, 

which is dedicated to research, enterprise and 

consultancy. It provides excellent resources, 

particularly for research students, as it is the 

centre of research administration and support 

services.

The Martial Rose Library 
The central library is a modern three-storey 

building offering excellent facilities for study 

and research. It houses a collection of 250,000 

books, videos and sound recordings and receives 

some 1,000 journals with electronic access to 

thousands more. There are study spaces for more 

than 450 readers, of which over 100 are equipped 

with computers. 

IT resources
There are over 600 networked PCs for students 

located within the library, the IT Centre, faculty 

buildings and the 24-hour access Learning Café. 

There is also wireless internet access available 

across the campus. 

University Centre
The University Centre offers a number of social 

facilities including the Student Union, an internet 

café, mini-mart, dining hall and a bookshop. 

The Student Union caters for a wide selection of 

tastes offering comedy nights and film showings 

in its cinema.

Accommodation
Campus accommodation and university managed 

housing is available. The Student Housing 

Services team ensures you have quality housing 

throughout your study and can advise on private 

housing in the city.

Sports
We offer excellent sports facilities located on 

and close to the campus. The Winchester Sports 

Stadium offers a 400m eight-lane running track 

with supporting athletic facilities for field events, 

an all-weather hockey and general sports pitch, 

floodlighting and a pavilion. We also have a gym, 

sports hall and outdoor tennis courts. 
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Finding out more...
Course Enquiries and Applications 

Telephone: +44 (0)1962 827234 

Email: course.enquiries@winchester.ac.uk
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